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ABSTRACT

The Taiwan issue has become a critical and potentially explosive flashpoint in contemporary international relations, posing
a significant challenge to regional stability and global security. Recent developments in cross-strait relations have escalated
dramatically, with increased military activities, diplomatic tensions, and strategic posturing reminiscent of the Third Taiwan
Strait Crisis of 1996. Tensions between China and Taiwan are rapidly rising, reshaping the geopolitical landscape of the
Asia-Pacific region. China considers Taiwan a renegade province and views the Taiwan question as a domestic issue that
should not be interfered with by foreign powers. With recent military modernization and technological advancements,
Beijing has taken a more assertive and confrontational approach towards Taiwan. The People's Liberation Army (PLA) has
significantly increased military exercises and operations near Taiwan, while Chinese President Xi Jinping has consistently
expressed China's commitment to reunification with Taiwan, even if force is necessary.

The United States has maintained a policy of strategic ambiguity on the Taiwan issue for over four decades, balancing
unofficial support for Taiwan with official recognition of Beijing's "One China" principle. While U.S. presidents have shown
willingness to support Taiwan's security and democracy, the question of potential military intervention in a conflict between
China and Taiwan remains unanswered, sparking debate among policymakers, military experts, and scholars.

This analysis delves into the evolving positions of Beijing and Washington on the Taiwan question, examining their
motivations, strategic calculations, and policy frameworks. The study explores potential scenarios for Chinese military action
against Taiwan and assesses the likelihood and nature of American military involvement in a Taiwan Strait conflict.
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Introduction.

Recently, the PLA has been increasing its military activities in the vicinity of the Taiwan Strait. For
instance, on September 27, 2021, the PLA Eastern Command held a joint military drill with the Air Force and
Navy in the waters and airspace southwest of Taiwan, simulating wartime scenarios.! Additionally, between
October 1 and 4, 2021, the PLA deployed approximately 150 combat aircraft to Taiwan's "air defense
identification zone (ADIZ)."

I PLA conducts joint patrol and drills in southwest of Taiwan Island. (2021, September 18). China Military Online.
http://eng.chinamil.com.cn/view/2021-09/18/content_10091046.htm

2 BBC News. (2021, October 6). China-Taiwan military tensions 'worst in 40 years'. BBC Online.
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58812100
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Fig. 1. The flight paths of PLA aircraft.
Source: Ministry of National Defense, Republic of China
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In 2020, Chinese warplanes entered Taiwan's "air defense zone" 380 times,' and in 2021, the total
increased to 671, doubling, according to some experts, indicating a strict adherence to the "One China"
principle and the implementation of military aggression tactics.’

Taiwan's defense minister emphasized that China-Taiwan relations are currently at their lowest point in
40 years, and by 2025, China is expected to have the capability to launch military operations to fully occupy
Taiwan.’

As tensions escalate, the question of whether China will forcibly reunify Taiwan has become a matter
of international concern. The possibility of an armed conflict between China and Taiwan will not only depend
on their own policies and strategies but also on the stance of the United States, the balance of power in the
region, and shifts in the regional security landscape.

China's Strategic Position and Policy Framework:

The analysis shows that Beijing has a comprehensive approach to the Taiwan issue, based on the core
"One China" principle and the belief that Taiwan is an integral part of Chinese territory. This position is
enshrined in the 2005 Anti-Secession Law, which allows for the use of force if peaceful reunification efforts
are unsuccessful. The People's Liberation Army has increased its military activities near Taiwan, including
joint exercises involving aircraft carriers Liaoning and Shandong, simulated amphibious assault drills, and
large-scale deployments of combat aircraft in Taiwan's Air Defense Identification Zone (ADIZ). China is
particularly concerned about U.S. arms sales to Taiwan, which it sees as interference in its internal affairs and
a violation of its sovereignty.

In recent years, China has adopted a more assertive policy towards Taiwan as its military strength has
grown. The 2019 Chinese Defense White Paper, "China's Defense Policy in the New Era," addresses the
Taiwan issue as follows:

! Deutsche Welle. (2021, January 1). &3Z : £ ZEZEH] 2020 F3 & 1@ 380 X [Taiwan: Chinese warplanes violated Taiwan's
border 380 times in 2020].

2 Crisis Group. (2021). China's military activities near Taiwan aim to impress at home and abroad.
https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/north-east-asia/china/chinas-military-activities-near-taiwan-aim-impress-home-and-abroad

3 Reuters. (2021, October 6). Taiwan won't start a war with China, defense minister says.

https://www.reuters.com/world/china/taiwan-defence-minister-says-china-will-have-ability-mount-full-scale-invasion-2021-
10-06/
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China is committed to the principles of "peaceful reunification" and "one country, two systems" but will
strongly oppose any attempts to divide the country or any foreign interference in such matters. China is
determined to reunify and will protect its national sovereignty and territorial integrity. The use of force may
be necessary if all other options fail. This is not directed at the people of Taiwan but at foreign interveners and
separatists. The PLA will not hesitate to crush any attempts to separate Taiwan from China and will maintain
national unity at any cost.'

China upholds the "One China" principle, considering Taiwan an integral part of its territory that will
eventually be reunited with the mainland. As such, China views the Taiwan issue as a domestic affair and
strongly opposes any foreign interference in Taiwan's reunification or support for its independence.

Article 8 of China's 2005 "Anti-Secession Law" emphasizes that if peaceful reunification efforts fail,
non-peaceful measures may be employed to protect China's sovereignty and territorial integrity, indicating that
military force could be used if deemed necessary.*

During his speech at the 100th anniversary celebration of the CPC in July 2021, Chinese President Xi
Jinping reiterated China's stance and principles on the Taiwan matter, stating:

It is the historical responsibility and steadfast commitment of the Communist Party of China to address
the Taiwan issue and achieve the objective of complete reunification of China... We will uphold the "One
China" principle and the "1992 Consensus" and peacefully promote national reunification... We must take
decisive actions to thwart any efforts supporting "Taiwan independence" without delay...>

Since the establishment of the People's Republic of China in 1949, it has consistently maintained the
position that Taiwan should be reunited with the mainland. However, due to internal political circumstances
and the international and regional security environment, as well as the current situation, the Taiwan
reunification issue remains unresolved to this day.

Since the establishment of the People's Republic of China, there have been three Taiwan Strait crises,
involving conflicts between China and Taiwan. The first crisis occurred in 1954-1955, with artillery
bombardments on Chumoi (Kinmen) and Matsu Islands. The second crisis took place in 1958, with further
artillery bombardments and a land and sea invasion of the islands. The third crisis occurred in 1996, when
China conducted a nuclear test near Taiwan.

The sequence of these crises indicates that China utilized the crises and conflicts for both domestic
political and foreign security objectives rather than solely to capture Taiwan. The 1958 Taiwan Strait Crisis is
often viewed as a reflection of Chinese leader Mao Zedong's domestic political agenda. Beijing has interpreted
the crisis as an effort to remove Chiang Kai-shek's nationalists from the Chumoi (Kinmen) and Matsu islands
and to test the United States' commitment to defending Taiwan. American China scholar Thomas Christensen
has disputed this interpretation, contending that China's aim was to show its people that it was not weak and
to demonstrate to the world that Beijing could make decisions independently of Soviet approval or support.
On the domestic political front, Mao Zedong initiated the Taiwan Crisis in 1958 to implement his
"mobilization" strategy as part of the Great Leap Forward, aiming to showcase on the global stage that China
was a significant player alongside the Soviet Union and the United States.* Considering the domestic political,
economic, and social context in China at the time, the shifts in Russian-Chinese relations, and the regional
circumstances, Christensen's explanation appears plausible.

' China's defense policy in the new era [White paper]. (2019, July 24). State Council Information Office of the People's
Republic of China. http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/2019-07/24/content_5414325.htm

2 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China. (2005). & % # E R % [Anti-Separatism Law].
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/ce/cggb/chn/ztlm/twwt/bjzl/t215245 htm

3Xi,J. (2021, July 1). SJ3EF: {EBALH B3 =5 BT 100 Bl 8 K& L #IEE [Speech at the 100th anniversary conference
of the CPC]. Xinhua News Agency. http://www xinhuanet.com/politics/2021-07/15/c_1127658385.htm

4 Christensen, T. J. (1996). Useful adversaries: Grand strategy, domestic mobilization, and Sino-American conflict 1947-1958.
Princeton University Press.
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Fig. 2. A map of Taiwan.
Source: CIA World Fact book 2021. https.//www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/taiwan/map.

However, in the case of the 1996 crisis, Taiwan's actions may have been aimed at sending a "signal" or
a strong "warning" through military exercises and nuclear tests. Looking at China's history of wars and
conflicts with its neighbors since 1949, there have been instances where short-term "limited" armed conflicts
were utilized to achieve specific domestic political objectives or as a strategic tool for foreign policy. Therefore,
it would be biased to interpret future armed conflicts in the Taiwan Strait solely as driven by the PRC's goal
of reunifying Taiwan. In essence, China's past use of armed conflicts demonstrates its utilization of
international crises for both domestic and foreign political purposes.

Beijing has made it clear in recent years that it is willing to use military force to reunify Taiwan. The

PLA has been increasing its military training and exercises near the Taiwan Strait. For instance, in
September 2020, China conducted its first combined exercises with the aircraft carriers Liaoning and
Shandong.' According to the Global Times, "The aircraft carriers are crucial in blocking Taiwan from both
sides, deterring potential US intervention, and ultimately achieving reunification by force."

Mainland military experts believe that the aircraft carriers play a vital role in blocking the island from
both sides, preventing potential US intervention, and ultimately achieving reunification by force.’

In October 2020, the first simulated amphibious assault on Taiwan took place, showcasing Beijing's
strong opposition to Taiwan's independence and its commitment to reunify the island by force if necessary.*

' The Global Times. (2020, September 24). China's two aircraft carriers wrap up exercises, trials.
https://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1201948.shtml

2 Liu, X. (2020, September 11). PLA carriers crucial in reunification-by-force Taiwan operation. Global Times.
https://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1200602.shtml

3 Liu, X. (2020, October 12). PLA holds amphibious landing drills to 'show firm will against Taiwan secessionists'. Global
Times. https://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1203126.shtml

4 Tbid
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The U.S. government authorized a $1.8 billion arms sale to Taiwan in the same month, which included
135 high-altitude guided cruise missiles, mobile missile launchers, and various combat aircraft weapons and
equipment.’

China has criticized the United States for selling arms to Taiwan, stating that it interferes in China's
internal affairs, undermines its sovereignty and security, and sends the wrong message to Taiwan separatists.
’Beijing has expressed disapproval of Taiwan's procurement of weapons from the US and has conducted
military exercises near Taiwan as a warning.

China's military drills have become a key component of its strategy against Taiwan, serving to signal
its stance on various issues and instill fear among the Taiwanese population.

China's military strategy is centered on the concept of "active defense," which dictates that military force
or weapons will not be used unless the country is attacked.

However, in the case of the Taiwan issue, which is viewed as an internal matter, this principle may not
necessarily apply. In the event of military action against Taiwan, China could potentially utilize tactics such
as air and missile strikes, a blockade of Taiwan by air and sea, and ultimately a land and sea invasion of the
island. The primary objective for China in such a scenario would be to prevent and deter intervention by the
United States. Beijing has likely assessed that the Taiwan situation is not solely a conflict between China and
Taiwan, but rather a regional conflict, necessitating careful navigation to avoid drawing in American allies.

The Taiwan Armed Forces have established a multi-layered defense system that includes fighter jets and
warships to prevent Chinese attacks from reaching Taiwan. Their main strategy is to create a defensive
perimeter to deter potential attacks from the PLA and hold off until the arrival of US military support.’

United States' Strategic Calculations and Policy Evolution: A Historical Perspective

American policy towards Taiwan has undergone significant changes since the enactment of the Taiwan
Relations Act in 1979. This legislation established the legal basis for unofficial U.S.-Taiwan relations while
maintaining ambiguity about potential military intervention. The Trump administration brought about a
notable shift with the passage of the Asia Reassurance Initiative Act (ARIA) and the Taiwan Allies
International Protection and Enhancement Initiative (TAIPEI) Act, both of which reinforced the U.S.'s
dedication to Taiwan's security and global engagement. The Biden administration has continued on this path
by increasing arms sales, deploying military personnel for training, and publicly committing to defend Taiwan
in the face of Chinese aggression.

The United States has been providing military and political support to Taiwan since the 1950s. During
the Korean War in 1950, the Truman administration sent the United States Seventh Fleet to the Taiwan Strait
and intervened militarily to prevent conflict between China and Taiwan.

In 1954, a Mutual Defense Treaty was signed between the United States and Taiwan. Relations between
the US and China improved in the 1970s, leading to the official recognition of Beijing by the US government
in 1979. As aresult, American troops withdrew from Taiwan, and the US-Taiwan Mutual Defense Treaty came
to an end in January 1980.

On January 1, 1979, the United States and China issued a “Joint Statement,” in which Article 7 stated
that “the United States Government recognizes the Chinese position that there is only “One China” and that
Taiwan is a part of China.*” The document also stated that the United States would develop cultural, trade, and
other informal relations with Taiwan. U.S. policy toward Taiwan is based on the 1979 Taiwan Relations Act,
which provides for the sale of arms to Taiwan and the strengthening of Taiwan’s self-defense capabilities.

During the Trump administration, Washington has become more active in Taiwan affairs. In 2018,
Trump signed the Asia Reassurance Initiative Act (ARIA), which reaffirmed Taiwan’s place in the Asia-
Pacific security umbrella. The document states that the United States’ policy on Taiwan will:

1. Deepen economic, political, and security cooperation between the United States and Taiwan;

' BBC News. (2020, October 26). US approves $1.8bn weapons sale to Taiwan. BBC Online.
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-54641076

2 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China. (2020, October 22). Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Zhao
Lijian's regular press conference on October 22, 2020.
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/xwfw_665399/s2510_665401/2511_665403/t1825951.shtml

3 Ministry of Defense of Japan. (2021), 93.Defense of Japan 2021. https://www.mod.go.jp/en/publ/w_paper/index.html

4 Joint Communique of the United States of America and the People's Republic of China (Normalization Communique). (1979,
January 1). American Institute in Taiwan. https://www.ait.org.tw/our-relationship/policy-history/key-u-s-foreign-policy-documents-
region/u-s-pre-joint-communique-1979/
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2. Uphold the United States Government’s commitment to Taiwan, based on the 1979 Taiwan Relations
Act, the Three Joint Statements, and the Six Trusts;

3. Oppose any attempt to change the status quo and support a peaceful resolution acceptable to all
parties on both sides of the Taiwan Strait.'

The Trump administration passed another significant policy document known as the Taiwan Allies
International Protection and Enhancement Initiative (TAIPEI) Act of 2020. This act seeks to broaden
collaboration between the United States and Taiwan, promote other countries and international organizations
to enhance their ties with Taiwan, and advocate for Taiwan's inclusion and involvement in global
organizations.

The US "Indo-Pacific Strategic Direction" document, declassified in January 2021, detailed its strategy
for Taiwan, emphasizing that Taiwan will safeguard its freedom and security against aggression, develop an
asymmetric military strategy using its own forces, and enhance its military capabilities.’ The document also
highlights the commitment to developing and executing a defense strategy to safeguard the nations of the first
island chain, including Taiwan, leading to speculation that the US could potentially offer military support to
Taiwan and potentially engage in direct military action to protect the island.”

The Biden administration has started to witness a growth in military and defense cooperation with
Taiwan. Following the lead of the Trump administration, Washington has significantly boosted its arms sales
to Taiwan. The Biden administration has upheld this pattern by selling Taiwan 155 mm M109A6 self-propelled
howitzer systems and related equipment valued at $750 million in August 2021.°

The US government has extended an invitation to representatives from the Taiwan Economic and
Cultural Mission to attend the inauguration of its president, marking the first such invitation since the two
countries severed diplomatic ties in 1979. Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wei stated in an interview with CNN
on October 28, 2021, that "we are enhancing cooperation with the United States to enhance Taiwan's defense
capabilities," and confirmed the presence of a small contingent of US troops in Taiwan, indicating that bilateral
defense collaboration has evolved beyond arms sales to adapt to current circumstances.® According to the US
Department of Defense, the number of US troops stationed in Taiwan for training purposes increased from 10
in 2018 to 32 in 2021.

China has sent a significant number of fighter-bombers to Taiwan's "air defense identification zone
(ADIZ)," escalating tensions in the Taiwan Strait. During a live interview on CNN in Baltimore, U.S. President
Joe Biden stated that the United States would protect Taiwan in the event of a Chinese attack, affirming, "We
have a commitment to defend Taiwan." Despite President Biden's affirmation in response to a reporter's
question about defending Taiwan, there is skepticism about whether the U.S. would engage in military
intervention if China were to attack the island, given the strategic ambiguity that has existed since 1979.

In the event of an armed conflict in the Taiwan Strait, the United States is likely to intervene militarily
for the following reasons:

The Asia-Pacific region, especially the islands in the first chain, is strategically important to the United
States. To maintain its influence in the region, the United States must uphold its reputation and demonstrate
itself as a reliable great power. The recent withdrawal of troops from Afghanistan has already created an image
of the United States as a power that abandons others' interests when no longer needed. If the US were to
abandon Taiwan, its allies and partners in the Indo-Pacific, East and Southeast Asia, and other friendly nations
may view the US as an unreliable great power, potentially turning to China and Russia for negotiations.

! Asia Reassurance Initiative Act of 2018, Pub. L. No. 115-409, 132 Stat. 5387 (2013).
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/COMPS-15340/pdf/COMPS-15340.pdf

2 Taiwan Allies International Protection and Enhancement Initiative (TAIPEI) Act of 2019, Pub. L. No. 116-135, 134 Stat. 278
(2020). https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/1678/actions’KWICView=false

3 U.S. Strategic Framework for the Indo-Pacific. (2021, January 5). The White House.
https:/trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/IPS-Final-Declass.pdf

4Kato, Y. (2021, October 27). How should Taiwan, Japan, and the United States cooperate better on defense of Taiwan?
Brookings Institution. https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2021/10/27/how-should-taiwan-japan-and-the-united-states-
cooperate-better-on-defense-of-taiwan/

5> Defense Security Cooperation Agency. (2021, August 4). Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office in the United
States (TECRO) — 155mm M109A6 Paladin medium self-propelled howitzer system. https://www.dsca.mil/press-media/major-arms-
sales/taipei-economic-and-cultural-representative-office-united-states-20

6 CNN. (2021, October 14). Taiwan's President says the threat from China is increasing 'every day' [Video].
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3GXquB3ylME
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Taiwan is a key component of the United States' strategy to contain China and implement its geopolitical
encirclement tactics. During the Cold War, the US used Taiwan to expose China to the risk of a two-front war.
Defending against attacks on two fronts would strain China's economic resources and increase the risk of defeat.
Taiwan is a crucial element in the chain of containment strategies against China, which includes Korea, Japan,
Taiwan, Vietnam, and India.

Public opinion plays a significant role in US decision-making. For the American president, political
party, and politicians, taking actions that are unpopular with the public can be detrimental. If the US, a self-
proclaimed supporter and defender of democracy, were to stand by while Taiwan is occupied by communist
China, the American people would likely criticize their government and leadership.

Geostrategic Implications and Regional Security Architecture:

Taiwan plays a vital role in the overall U.S. strategy to counter China's growth and uphold the current
regional order in the Asia-Pacific region. Positioned within the "first island chain," Taiwan is a key element in
the American strategy for forward defense in the Western Pacific. Its strategic location enables it to potentially
impede Chinese access to the wider Pacific Ocean, making it a crucial factor in both Chinese expansionist
goals and U.S. containment efforts. The Taiwan issue is now closely linked to the broader strategic competition
between the U.S. and China, impacting not only their bilateral relations but also their alliances with countries
like Japan, South Korea, Australia, and other regional partners.

Potential Conflict Scenarios and Military Considerations:

The study examines various potential scenarios for Chinese military actions against Taiwan, ranging
from limited coercive measures like air and naval blockades to full-scale amphibious invasion operations.
Chinese military strategy is expected to focus on preventing U.S. military intervention through anti-
access/area-denial (A2/AD) capabilities, while Taiwan's defense strategy aims to establish a multi-layered
defense system to stall Chinese forces until U.S. assistance arrives. The analysis evaluates the likelihood of
American military intervention based on factors such as reputational credibility, alliance commitments,
democratic values, and broader strategic competition with China.

The research highlights that the Taiwan Strait crisis is more than just a bilateral dispute between China
and Taiwan; it poses a significant challenge to the existing regional security framework and global power
balance. With China's aim of achieving reunification by 2049, coinciding with the centennial anniversary of
the People's Republic of China, and America's strategic ambiguity creating uncertainty about its response,
Taiwan has become the most crucial flashpoint in contemporary international relations. The resolution of this
ongoing crisis is likely to shape not only the future of cross-strait relations but also the broader course of great
power competition in the 21st century.

Conclusion

China has escalated its military training and exercises near Taiwan, deploying a significant number of
warplanes to the island's "air defense identification zone (ADIZ)" and stepping up military operations. With
tensions rising between China and Taiwan, there is speculation about the possibility of China using military
force to reunify Taiwan. The United States' response to a potential Taiwan Strait crisis and whether it would
intervene militarily are key points of interest.

Beijing aims to achieve reunification with Taiwan by 2049, the 100th anniversary of the founding of the
People's Republic of China. As part of its military reform, the PLA is focusing on enhancing weapons and
technical modernization, improving combat readiness, and bolstering personnel through live-fire field training,
joint operations training, and other exercises.

The United States has actively strengthened its relations with Taiwan through bilateral visits, arms sales,
and negotiations, and has shown support for Taiwan's participation in international organizations.

Beijing has criticized the presence of American ships in the Taiwan Strait and the increase in arms sales
to Taiwan. Taiwan holds a strategic position that is crucial for the United States in its efforts to counter China
in the Asia-Pacific region. Taiwan is seen as a significant asset in the US geopolitical strategy against China.
The United States has made it clear that it will take decisive action in the event of a Chinese invasion of Taiwan
to prevent any damage to its reputation as a champion of democracy, both at home and abroad.

e-ISSN: 2544-9435 7
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Current situation in the Taiwan Strait.

The Taiwan Strait remains a highly sensitive geopolitical hotspot, with tensions escalating among China,
Taiwan, and global players. This analysis delves into the present situation and significant developments
shaping the security landscape in the region.

China maintains a strong military presence in the Taiwan Strait, conducting regular naval and aerial
operations. Beijing's strategy involves consistent pressure, often sending aircraft and naval vessels into
Taiwan's Air Defense Identification Zone (ADIZ). While major military exercises have not been reported in
June 2025, China's routine activities continue to challenge Taiwan's defenses.'

Taiwan remains on high alert, closely monitoring and responding to Chinese military movements. The
island's defense forces have shown proficiency in tracking Chinese operations, such as detecting Chinese
nuclear submarines near strategic areas like Penghu. Taiwan's coast guard and military are actively engaged in
surveillance efforts.

The Taiwan Strait's significance extends globally, attracting considerable international interest. The
passage of a UK Royal Navy ship through the strait in June 2025 underscores ongoing commitments to freedom
of navigation. Such actions often elicit diplomatic reactions from Beijing, which views them as challenges to
its sovereignty claims.’

Diplomatic tensions persist, particularly concerning Taiwan's sovereignty claims. On June 24, 2025,
Chinese officials strongly criticized Taiwan's president for a speech on sovereignty, labeling it as "heretical.”
This response reflects Beijing's strategy of pressuring Taiwan to curb independence rhetoric and international
ties.?

The current situation poses various escalation risks, including potential naval confrontations between
Chinese and Taiwanese forces. The Taiwan Strait's dual role as a vital shipping route and a focal point of U.S.-
China competition complicates the security landscape.

China's military advancements, coupled with Taiwan's asymmetric defense capabilities supported by
U.S. arms sales, create a dynamic yet potentially precarious military balance.

The Taiwan Strait remains volatile, with limited prospects for immediate de-escalation. While all parties
aim to avoid direct conflict, China's assertive military stance, Taiwan's vigilant defense posture, and
international involvement in navigation rights maintenance maintain a delicate equilibrium.

The risk of unintended escalation persists due to frequent military activities and the confined operational
space in the strait. Continuous monitoring through reliable intelligence sources and diplomatic channels is
crucial for understanding evolving dynamics.

Managing the Taiwan Strait's geopolitical complexities demands careful navigation by all stakeholders.
Sustaining deterrence while avoiding provocative actions that could spark wider conflict is crucial. Given the
rapid developments, ongoing analysis and diplomatic engagement are vital for regional stability.
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